
Washington State Department of Agriculture September 2002

rees & Shrubs for Planting 
On this page you will find some of the best tree and shrub species for
Pacific Northwest gardens. It’s important to note that any tree or shrub
that falls within these plant genera (botanical categories) qualify as
excellent choices for landscaping. Nursery professionals can help you
identify the plants below, or assist you in selecting other trees and shrubs
in the genera. 
 

Native Trees 
GENUS AND SPECIES COMMON NAME

EVERGREEN:
Abies procera Noble fir
Arbutus menziesii Pacific madrone
Chamaecyparis nootkatensis Alaskan cedar
Picea sitchensis Sitka spruce
Pinus contorta Shore pine
Pseudotsuga menziesii Douglas fir 
Thuja plicata Western red cedar
Tsuga mertensia Mountain hemlock

DECIDUOUS:
Amelanchier alnifolia Serviceberry
Cornus nutallii Pacific dogwood
Larix occidentalis Western larch

Native Shrubs 
EVERGREEN:
Garrya elliptica Silk-tassel shrub
Gaultheria shallon Salal
Mahonia nervosa Cascade Oregon grape
Myrica californica Pacific wax-myrtle
Rhododendron spp. Rhododendron
Vaccinium ovatum Evergreen huckleberry

DECIDUOUS:
Aronia melanocarpa Chokeberry
Cornus sericea Red twig dogwood 
Corylus cornuta Hazelnut, filbert
Ribes sanguineum Red flowering currant
Symphoricarpos albus Snowberry 

Ornamental Trees 
EVERGREEN:
Abies concolor White fir
Calocedrus decurrens Incense cedar
Cedrus atlantica glauca Blue Atlas cedar
Cedrus  deodara Deodar cedar
Eucalyptus spp. Snow gum tree
Magnolia grandiflora Evergreen magnolia
Picea pungens glauca Colorado blue spruce
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*Indicates plants suitable for hedging.

A note to residents living in the Tukwila quarantine area: The citrus longhorned beetle is not known to attack any of the trees or
shrubs on this list,or any other plants that fall under these genera.

Ornamental Trees
GENUS AND SPECIES COMMON NAME

DECIDUOUS:
Carpinus betulus European hornbeam
Catalpa spp. Indian bean tree
Cercidiphyllum japonica Katsura tree
Cercis Canadensis Eastern redbud
Cornus kousa chinensis Chinese dogwood
Cornus mas Cornelian cherry
Ginkgo biloba Maidenhair tree
Gleditsia triacanthos Honeylocust
Halesia  carolina Carolina silverbell
Liquidamber styraciflua Sweetgum
Magnolia stellata Star magnolia
Magnolia soulangiana Saucer magnolia
Metasequoia glyptostroboides Dawn redwood
Nyssa sylvatica Tupelo tree, black tupelo
Oxydendron arboreum Sourwood tree
Parrotia persica Persian parrotia
Sorbus aucuparia European Mountain Ash
Stewartia pseudocamellia Japanese stewartia
Tilia cordata Little leaf linden
Zelkova serrata Japanese zelkova

Ornamental Shrubs 
EVERGREEN:
Arbutus unedo compacta Strawberry tree *
Juniperus squ. Blue Star Blue Star juniper
Kalmia latifolia Mountain laurel 
Nandina domestica Heavenly bamboo*
Pinus mugo Mugo pine
Rhododendron spp. Rhododendron hybrids
Thuja occidentalis ‘Smaragd’ pyramidal arborvitae*
Viburnum bodnantense Dawn viburnum
Viburnum plicatum ‘Mariesii’ Mariesii  viburnum*
Viburnum davidii Davidi viburnum

DECIDUOUS:
Corylopsis pauciflora Dwarf Winterhazel
Corylopsis spicata Winterhazel
Cotinus coggygria Purple smoketree
Euonymus alata compacta Burning bush (hedge)
Hamamelis spp. Witchhazel
Hydrangea macrophylla Hydrangea
Hydrangea quercifolia Oakleaf hydrangea
Sambucus racemosa European red elderberry
Syringa reticulata Japanese tree lilac
Syringa vulgaris French lilac
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